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1964 1945 1974 1997 2001 2005 20151970 1979 1983 1988 1992 2010

Labour Manifesto 
1945

‘The Regeneration of British 
Industry’ White Paper 1974

Industry Act 1972

‘The Plan for 
Growth’ White 

Paper 2011

8 Great Technologies 2013

‘Employer Ownership of Skills: 
Building the Momentum’ White 

Paper 2013

Theresa May proposes new 
industrial strategy 2016

Sajid Javid shifts to 
‘industrial approach’ 2015

‘Competitiveness’ White 
Papers 1994–96

‘No Stone 
Unturned’ 

White Paper 
2012

Vince Cable calls for new 
industrial strategy 2012

Sponsorship divisions 
in the DTI were 
abolished 1988

Westland Affair 1986

* Secretary of State unless otherwise stated.

Assisted Areas 
1972–Present

Business Links 
1992–2011

Enterprise Zones 
2012–Present

Regional Growth 
Fund 2010–Present

Growth Deals 
2016–Present

Personnel/Department key: Economic Affairs Technology Trade and Industry Industry Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy

Business, Innovation 
& Skills

National  Colleges for 
Business 2016–Present

National Enterprise Board 
1975–81

Sector Skills 
Councils 2002–

Present

11 Sector Councils 
2010–Present

Industry Training 
Boards 1964–83

Competition Commission 
1998–2014

Sector Skills 
Development 

Agency 2002–08

Technology Strategy 
Board 2007–14

Industrial 
Reorganisation 

Corporation 1966–70

National Economic 
Development Office 

1962–92

Economic 
Development 

Committees 1962–92

Competition and Markets 
Authority 2014–Present

39 Growth Hubs 
2014–Present

Innovate UK 2014–Present

British Technology Group 
1981–95

Catapult Centres 
2008–Present

Local Enterprise 
Partnerships 2008–Present

Nationalised 
Industrial 

corporations, 
1945–Present

8 Industrial Partnerships 2014–Present

British Business Bank 2014–Present

Business, Enterprise and 
Regulatory Reform

National Plan 
for Economic 

Development 1965
Ryder Report (British 

Leyland) 1975

‘Approach to 
Industrial Strategy’ 
White Paper 1975

Big Bang 
deregulation 1986

New Labour 
manifesto 1997

Mandelson’s 
New Activism 
speech 2008

Second wave of 
nationalisations 

1967–77

First wave of 
nationalisations 

1945–51

First wave of privatisations 
1983–87

Industry regulators replace 
government intervention c. 1983–95

Second wave of privatisations: 
electricity, coal, gas 1987–90

Small business: GREAT ambition 
2013–Present

Financial institutions partly–
nationalised 2008–Present

UK Trade and Investment 
‘Strategic Relations’ 

2011–Present

Tony Benn 
1966–70

Frank Cousins 
1964–66

Keith Joseph 
1979–81

Patrick Jenkin 
1981–83

George Brown 1964–66

Paul Channon 1986–87

Michael Heseltine 1992–95Norman Tebbit 1983–85

The Lord Young of Graffham 1987–89

Leon Brittan 1985–86

Michael Stewart 1966–67

Peter Shore 
1967–69

Geoffrey 
Rippon 1970

John Davies 
1970

Tony Benn 1974–75

Eric Varley 1975–79

Nicholas Ridley 1989–90

Peter Mandelson 1998

Greg Clark 
2016–Present

Lord Mandelson 2008–09

(Herbert Morrison  
1945–51 Labour)    

Lord Mandelson 
2009–10

Sajid Javid 
2015–16

Vince Cable 
2010–15

Peter Walker 1972–74

John Davies 1970–72 Peter Lilley 1990–92

John Hutton  2007–08

Stephen Byers 1998–2001

Ian Lang 1995–97

Margaret Beckett 1997–98

Patricia Hewitt 2001–05

Alistair Darling 2006–07

Alan Johnson 
2005–06

VVVV

Deputy Prime 
Minister

Department of 
Economic Affairs 

1964–69

Ministry of 
Technology 

1964–70

Department of 
Industry 1974–83

Department 
of Trade and 

Industry 
1970–74

Department 
of Trade and 

Industry 
1983–2007

Department of 
Trade 1974–83

Department of 
Prices and Consumer 
Protection 1974–79

Department 
for Business, 
Energy and 
Industrial 

Strategy 2016–
Present

Industry Strategy Council 

Department 
of Business, 

Enterprise and 
Regulatory 

Reform 
2007–09

Department 
for Business, 

Innovation & Skills

Shirley Williams 1974–76

Roy Hattersley 1976–79

Prices and Consumer 
Protection
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